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United States. In October 2016, we 
signed our bilateral statement of in-
tent on defense cooperation. This was 
later followed by a trilateral statement 
of intent between Finland, Sweden, and 
the United States in May 2018.’’ 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 
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MOOCHER STATES 

(Mr. GOTTHEIMER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to put on notice every 
State mooching New Jersey’s tax dol-
lars. 

Last week, a new Rockefeller report 
revealed what we have known for too 
long: Some States, like New Jersey, 
are paying their own weight and pay-
ing their own way. Other States are 
not. They are mooching off the rest of 
us. 

My district his historically received 
33 cents for every dollar it sends to 
Washington, D.C., while other States, 
like Mississippi and Alabama, receive 7 
to 12 times that amount, depending 
upon the study. 

According to one study, the National 
Priorities Project report, as you see 
here, moocher States like Mississippi 
receive $4.38 for every dollar they send 
to Washington. 

This news is only compounded by the 
fact that, come tax season, the tax 
hike bill, which gutted the State and 
local tax deductions, kicks in and will 
really start to hurt my district. That 
was a giveaway to the moocher States 
and was largely paid for by States like 
mine. 

New Jersey is one of the top tax-pay-
ing States in the Nation, which is why 
we must cut taxes there for residents 
and businesses of all sizes and work 
with mayors to continue to do like I 
have done to claw back more dollars to 
the State. We are already up 16 per-
cent. 

Madam Speaker, as this new Con-
gress begins, I am making it one of my 
core missions to reinstate the SALT 
deduction, stop double taxation, and 
fight back against the moocher States 
who continue to rob us blind. It is time 
to fight to get more dollars back to 
States like ours. 
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

(Mr. LAHOOD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, this 
month, we celebrate Human Traf-
ficking and National Slavery Preven-
tion Month, and I rise today to draw 
attention to the importance of com-
bating this epidemic. 

Human trafficking takes many 
forms, including sex, forced labor, and 
domestic servitude. Educating individ-
uals about human trafficking is essen-

tial to thwarting this modern day form 
of slavery. 

This need for increased awareness is 
why I have partnered with the Center 
for Prevention of Abuse in Peoria, Illi-
nois, and also the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security to host two human 
trafficking awareness prevention 
roundtables in my district, bringing to-
gether State, local, and Federal offi-
cials. We held valuable dialogues with 
those on the front lines of this crisis 
about ways to end human trafficking 
for good. 

This week, I am proud to be joining 
my colleague, Congresswoman VAL 
DEMINGS from Florida, to introduce a 
resolution to formally recognize Janu-
ary as National Trafficking and Mod-
ern Day Slavery Prevention Month in 
Congress. 

As I have learned firsthand, com-
bating human trafficking will take a 
multifaceted approach, but if we con-
tinue to educate and make resources 
available at all levels, important 
strides can be made and we can end 
this crisis. 
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GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 
(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GABBARD. Madam Speaker, it 
has been 25 days, 25 days since over 
800,000 Federal employees have either 
been going to work without pay or 
have been furloughed, all of them won-
dering: How am I going to pay my rent 
or my mortgage? How am I going to af-
ford the bills that I need to pay to take 
care of my family? 

I heard recently from Jay from the 
island of Maui, in my district of Ha-
waii, who is a TSA employee who has 
been working this entire time without 
pay, wondering how he is going to pay 
his mortgage, car, credit card pay-
ments, and lifesaving medical care that 
he needs to provide for his daughter. 

Jay is not alone. Our national parks 
are filling with trash. Our Coast Guard 
members are working without pay, 
being told they should hold garage 
sales or start babysitting to help pay 
the bills while the government is shut 
down. 

Food stamps for tens of millions of 
Americans are at risk, while low-in-
come housing subsidies aren’t being re-
newed, impacting over 340,000 elderly 
and disabled veterans who depend on 
that rental assistance. The safety and 
security of our country is at risk. 

We cannot turn our backs on our 
brothers and sisters. These are real 
people, real families, real lives, and 
real futures. 

Senator MCCONNELL and President 
Trump must pass the bipartisan legis-
lation we have already passed and re-
open the government now. 
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CELEBRATING SESQUICENTENNIAL 
OF JOHNSON CITY, TENNESSEE 
(Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee. 
Madam Speaker, today, I rise to cele-
brate and pay tribute to my hometown 
of Johnson City, Tennessee, for its ses-
quicentennial. 

In 1856, entrepreneur Henry Johnson 
opened a railroad station and a com-
mercial business, Johnson’s Depot. 
Just 13 years later, in 1869, Johnson 
City was founded, holding its first elec-
tion on January 3, 1870, when voters 
elected Mr. Johnson as the city’s first 
mayor. 

Today, Johnson City boasts a diverse 
economy, attracting national and re-
gional companies while also supporting 
countless small business owners. The 
city is home to three major hospitals; 
to the James H. Quillen VA Medical 
Center, which serves more than 170,000 
veterans; and to East Tennessee State 
University, recognized for the highly 
regarded Quillen College of Medicine 
and Gatton College of Pharmacy. 

The city has become a thriving com-
munity of more than 66,000 residents, 
and I look forward to what is in store 
for Johnson City over the next 150 
years. I doubt that I will be there. 

Madam Speaker, I will include in the 
RECORD a more complete statement of 
Johnson City’s history. 

f 
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RECOGNIZING TOMMY MAY 

(Mr. HILL of Arkansas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Tommy May and his inspirational ex-
ample of leadership throughout his life 
and courage in battling ALS. 

May served in Vietnam in the United 
States Marine Corps before returning 
home to the University of Arkansas 
and the Walton College to earn his de-
gree in business. He would go on to es-
tablish a remarkable banking career, 
eventually becoming president and 
CEO of Simmons First National Bank 
in 1987. 

In 2005, May was diagnosed with ALS, 
also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease, be-
coming one of about 20,000 people living 
with that disease in the United States. 
Although statistics show that the aver-
age survival time is only 3 years, May 
has survived far longer, continuing his 
leadership for more than a decade at 
Simmons First National Bank and at 
the University of Arkansas for Medical 
Sciences. 

Since his diagnosis, he has helped 
spearhead a new effort at UAMS to 
speed up research on the disease. He 
has been recognized for those efforts by 
the university. My friend’s example of 
perseverance and courage in continuing 
to live his life on his own terms is one 
that all Americans and Arkansans can 
admire. 
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